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^ (57) Abstract: A gas cooling type vacuum heat treating furnace, comprising a gas cooling fumace having a cooling chamber allowing 
^ the stationary placement of a treated article therein and forming a gas flow passage in the vertical direction, a gas cooling/circulating 
O device circulatingly cooling gas flowing in the cooling chamber, a gas direction switching device alternately switching the direction 
O of the gas vertically passing the inside of the cooling chamber, and upper and lower straighteners closing the upper and lower ends 
l^j of the cooling chamber to uniformize the velocity distribution of the gas passing the cooling chamber. 
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